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Note: The graphs cited in the original presentation are 
summarized in these slides.  To view the actual graphs, 
please refer to the articles in which they appeared, as 

listed in the bibliography at the end of the slides.  



È V.J. Felitti , R.F. Anda  et al, 1998. 

È Ongoing study based on data from Kaiser 
Permanente Health Plan members conducted in 
conjunction with the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC).  

È Study cohort of >17,000, largely middle class. 
Á 50/50 male/female.  

Á 80% White (inc. Hispanic); 10% Black; 10% Asian. 

Á Average age of 57.  

Á All had good health insurance.  

È Study originally dealt with obesity.  
ÁWhy did most successful often drop out?  



È Originally identified eight categories (stressors) when reviewing 
first wave of data:  
Á Abuse: 
Ğ Emotional/recurrent threats/humiliation.  
Ğ Physical (beating).  
ĞSexual (with òcontactó). 

Á Dysfunctional home:  
ĞMother treated violently.  
Ğ Family member = alcoholic / drug user.  
Ğ Imprisoned household member.  
Ğ Chronically depressed/suicidal/mentally ill/psych. hospitalized . 

È Added categories of neglect with second wave: 
Á Neglect: 
Ğ Physical neglect.  
Ğ Emotional neglect . 

È One of more instances of any one category counts as one ACE 
point . 
Á ACE score range is zero to ten (0-10). 

 



Women are 50% more likely than men to 
have experienced five or more ACE 
categories. 

 

Letõs see what other statistically 
significant data was notedé 



È Women: 

Á<20% at ACE score of zero 

ÁRises to nearly 60% at ACE score Ó4 

 

È Men: 

ÁApprox. 20% with ACE score of zero 

ÁRises to 30+ % with ACE score Ó4 

 



 

 

 

È Shows rise in likelihood from negligible at ACE 
score of zero to nearly 20% at ACE score of 4 or 
greater.  



È Likelihood of having had sexual intercourse by 
age 15 increases from about 7% with zero ACE 
score to >25% with ACE score Ó4. 

È Likelihood of teen pregnancy increases from 
about 20% with zero ACE score to >40% with 
ACE score Ó4. 

È Likelihood of teen paternity increases from 
about 15% with zero ACE score to 
approximately 35% with ACE score Ó4. 

 

 

 


